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Observation vs. Inference

Scientists use their 5 senses fo collect information about the natural world. Some observations are
measurable or countable. For example, a scientist weighs a bunny and records that he weighs 12
pounds. Other observations are describable, not measurable. A scientist may record that the bunny
is light grey and furry with brown eyes. Scientists use the skill of observing when describing
scientific events.

An inference is a conclusion based on an observation. Scientists predict what is happening, what
happened, or what has happened based on what they know. For example, a scientist may make an
inference after observing a lion. He writes, the lion is growling, he must be hungry.

Directions: Examine the picture on the right. If you think the statement is an observation, mark O.
If you think the statement is an inference, mark I.

A person is carrying sticks.

A stick is holding the bucket of water over the fire.
He is boiling water for dinner.

The men are stuck on a mountain.

The tree does not have leaves on it

Itis cold.

The men stuck their skis in the ground.

The men were skiing.

The men are wearing warm clothes.

The men have backpacks with them.
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